MINUTES OF THE COMMUNICATION/CIVIL SOCIETY STEERING COMMITTEE QUARTERLY MEETING HELD 
VIRTUALLY ON 18TH AUGUST 2025.
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	ATTENDANCE:
      Erisa Danladi                                                                                    CCSSC Chair/NSWG Member 

Dele Ayanleke                                                                                 NSWG Member                                                                                                               

Orji Ogbonnaya Orji                                                                        Executive Secretary NEITI

Obiageli Onuorah                                                                            Director Comms & SM Dept.                                                                               
Farida Azira Abdulmalik                                                                 Member

Juliet Alohan Ukanwosu                                                                Member

Dudu Manuga                                                                                  Member

MacDonald Ekemezie                                                                     Member

Joel Bisina                                                                                          Member                                                                        

Chris Ochonu                                                                                    Deputy Director Comms & SM Dept.

       Obasi Ezinne Angela                                                                        TL, Comms & SM Dept.

Ogunjemilusi Racheal                                                                     Officer II, Comms & SM Dept.

Jimba Roxanne                                                                                 Officer II, Comms & SM Dept.

Adetunmise Omooba                                                                      Officer II, Comms & SM Dept

Saidu Suleiman                                                                                 Officer II, Comms & SM Dept.                                                                

Oritseweyinmi Awani                                                                      Officer II, Comms & SM Dept.

      Wambebe Praise-el                                                                          Office II, Comms & SM Dept.
COMMENCEMENT:
The meeting commenced at 12:00pm.
OPENING REMARKS
Dr. Erisa Danladi began the meeting by informing members that she had an emergency and would not be able to proceed. She nominated Mr. Dele Ayanleke to stand in for her, while assuring the Committee that she would be on standby to address issues raised.

In his welcome remarks, the Executive Secretary, Dr. Orji Ogbonnaya Orji, welcomed members and acknowledged the challenges of budgetary constraints, which have not allowed NEITI to fully implement programmes and activities planned for the year.

Status Update: 

The Executive Secretary highlighted key developments such as the release of the policy brief titled “The Cost of Borrowing and Debt Servicing at State Level in Nigeria”, which outlines how the thirty-six states manage extractive sector-driven resources distributed from the Federation Account Allocation Committee (FAAC). He explained how deductions at source for debts impact poverty reduction at the grassroots level. He also spoke on the Energy Transition and Climate Accountability Framework, which was formulated in collaboration with a section of civil society in response to a petition.
He further explained that the slow progress of the NEITI Data Centre construction was due to budget delays, particularly the lack of completion of the 2024 budget, which has affected the commencement of the 2025 budget. The Data Centre is expected to serve as a digital hub of accumulated data and information. 
He briefed the meeting on the National Extractive Dialogue held in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State in partnership with Spaces for Change. He stressed the importance of partnerships with CSOs such as Spaces for Change, Oxfam, ActionAid, Global Rights, CSR-in-Action and NRGI. He emphasized the need for closer collaboration with civil society and cautioned that NEITI must avoid any links to politics, especially during campaign seasons, as this could dissuade civil society partners.

The Executive Secretary, Dr. Orji, thanked members for their support despite funding challenges that have slowed down training and workshops for civil society as outlined in the workplan. He emphasized his vision for NEITI to be less dependent on donor funding and urged members to bear with the Secretariat. 
He informed members that EITI Global has shifted Nigeria’s validation to July 2026 and urged civil society to familiarize themselves with this timetable. He added that NEITI will prepare a special timetable to clarify roles in the validation process. He also emphasized efforts to close gaps identified in the last validation and appealed for continued support, especially in report dissemination.
MATTERS ARISING
Issues from the minutes of the previous meeting were flagged up by Mr Ochonu. Critical issues such as the submission of the MoU between NEITI and the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). He noted that the last NSWG meeting was expected to give approval for the MoU to be signed. He also identified the need for Capacity Building Assessment for Civil Society, recalling that a committee was set up to make a presentation on the matter. On the Civil Society Protocol, he stated that the last meeting adopted it in principle, with members encouraged to clear grey areas before ratification. He further referenced the HEDA petition, noting that civil society members commended NEITI’s efforts in mitigating the issues, many of which are being incorporated into the ongoing NEITI Audit Report.

MoU with NHRC: Mr. Dele emphasized the importance of signing the MoU and presenting it at the next meeting. 
Capacity Building Committee: Mr. Chris listed the members of the Capacity Building Committee as Dr. Erisa Danladi, Mr. Monday Osasah, Mr. Edosa, Mrs. Juliet, and Ms. Faith Nwadishi, noting that Dr. Erisa and Dr. Juliet were present and could provide updates. Miss. Juliet apologized on behalf of the committee for not presenting a report, requesting more time to deliberate and submit it to NEITI. Dr. Erisa confirmed this position and promised to follow-up with Committee members. 
Civil Society Protocol: Mr. Anyanleke asked Dr. Erisa to give an update on the CSO Protocol, but she was unable to do so due to her emergency. He summarized the matters arising and concluded the discussion.
Mr. Chris emphasized the need for clear directions on the MoU with NHRC and the Civil Society Protocol ahead of the next NEITI Board meeting. He also stated that someone should volunteer to adopt the meeting minutes for record purposes. Mr. Dele urges the Secretariat to liaise with Dr. Erisa on the MoU and Civil Society Protocol and the Secretariat was directed accordingly.
Adoption of Minutes: Mrs. Ukanwosu moved for the adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mr. Macdonald, he stressed the need to expedite work on capacity building for completion. 
Key Highlights of the Meeting

· Protection of Civic Space
· NEITI–Civil Society Protocol.
· Capacity Building for Civil Society Constituency. 
· Review of EITI Implementation – Q2 2025 
· Funding Concerns.

AOB  
Meeting Reminders: Dr. Bisina observed that the email notice for the meeting did not come in time, urging that reminders be circulated through multiple channels. The Secretariat clarified that glitches with the email link server had caused delays, requiring personal engagement to circulate the notice.

CLOSING
Mr. Anyanleke concluded the discussions and moved for adjournment. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Dudu Manuga, who also gave the closing prayer. The meeting ended at 1:00 PM.
ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN
·  Report by the Committee on Capacity Building

· Secretariat should liaise with Dr. Erisa for directions on the MoU with NHRC and the Civil Society Protocol.

· Ratification of the Civil Society Protocol and MoU with NHRC to be presented at the next NEITI Board meeting
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