MINUTES OF THE INAUGURAL COMMUNICATIONS AND CIVIL SOCIETY STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE  4th QUARTER 2024 HELD VIRTUALLY ON 4TH DECEMBER 2024.
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	ATTENDANCE:
Dr Erisa Danladi                                                                      CSSC Chair/NSWG Member
Dele Ayanleke                                                                         NSWG Member
Taiwo Olasupo                                                                        NSWG Member

Dr Orji Ogbonnaya Orji                                                          Executive Secretary, NEITI
Obiageli Onuorah                                                                   Ag. Director Communications & SM Dept.
Joel Bisina                                                                              Member
Baba Godobe                                                                          Member 

MacDonald Ekemezie                                                            Member
Farida Azira Abdulmalik                                                       Member
Juliet Alohan Ukanwosu                                                        Member
Dudu                                                                                       Member
Ezinne Obasi                                                                          Team Lead Communications & SM Dept.
Tunmise Omooba                                                                   Officer II Communications & SM Dept.
Racheal Ogunjemilusi                                                            Officer II Communications & SM Dept.
Roxanne Jimba                                                                       Officer II Communications & SM Dept.
Saidu Suleiman                                                                       Officer II Communications & SM Dept.
Weyinmi Awani                                                                     Officer II Communications & SM Dept.
Olasukanmi Iweala                                                                 Officer II ICT Department.
Ibrahim Abdulhadi                                                                 Officer II ICT Department
COMMENCEMENT:

The Meeting commenced at 12:17pm.
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	OPENING REMARKS:

The meeting began with Dr. Erisa Danladi, the CSO Representative on the NEITI Board highlighting the Committee's strategic goals which include strengthening vital collaboration and partnership that bring about transparency and accountability in Nigeria’s extractive sector. 
Dr. Danladi emphasized the importance of enhancing public awareness, engaging citizens, and creating more accessible narratives about the organization's work. She stressed the need to strengthen civil society organizations' roles, ensuring that their advocacy efforts are more aligned and strategically focused.
WELCOME REMARKS

The Executive Secretary of NEITI, Dr. Orji Ogbonnaya Orji, welcomed Committee members present for the meeting and expressed appreciation over their collaboration in the NEITI/EITI process. 
The Executive Secretary urged the Civil Society members to leverage their platforms for effective dissemination and meaningful engagement, expressing appreciation for the Committee's formation.

Dr Orji emphasized effective communication and urged the Committee to provide stakeholders engagement framework for the NEITI Board. He informed the meeting of the recently approved NEITI Handbook, which would soon be circulated. He reminded the CSO representatives of their fundamental role as monitors of the extractive sector. 
The Executive Secretary apologized for the Secretariat inability to host in-person meeting and appealed to the CCSSC to help NEITI build a stronger relationship with the larger CSO.
 On the workplan, Dr, Orji assured the Committee that capacity building for civil society will happen next year. He urged them to study the NEITI reports available in the public domain and use their various platforms to engage with it.       
Update from Secretariat

The Acting Director of Communications and Stakeholder Management, Mrs. Obiageli Onuorah delivered a comprehensive presentation on the activities, achievements on EITI implementation in Nigeria. She provided insights into the Communications Department's structure and functions, accompanied by a detailed Secretariat Update. 
Policy Documents

Mrs. Onuorah presented some working documents that will guide engagement with the Committee, which included: 

•
Communication strategy 

•
NEITI 2022 – 2026 strategic plan 

•
NEITI Handbook

•
Basic Steps in the NEITI Audits. 

•
Terms of Reference of the Committee. 

•
Country Workplan
Report of the Civil Society Roundtable 

The Ag. Director, presented the report on the CSO Roundtable held from October 31st to November 4th, 2024. She specifically paid attention on the recommendations and next steps in the report. This recommendations underscored the meeting's commitment to information sharing and collaborative learning, strengthened civil society engagement, Improved Legal Frameworks for Transparency, Enhanced Gender Representation, Finalise the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), Capacity Building for Civil Society and Expansion of Sub-National Outreaches.

Country Workplan
The proposed 2025 NEITI workplan was presented to the Committee by the Ag. Director. The Chair of CCSSC urged the Committee to review the workplan and make inputs to it as it. Mrs Onuorah also appealed to the Committee to send in their comments by mail to enable NEITI track and document.
AOB

· Dr. Joel Bisina of LiteAfrica suggested that documents to be discussed at the meeting be circulated ahead of meeting to enable Committee members study and be able to make inputs during the meeting.
· The issue of reimbursements of logistics for meetings held was also raised, the Ag. Director responded that sitting and data allowances will be paid to all participants.

· Dr. Erisa wanted to know how soon another meeting can be held? In response, Mrs. Onuorah said that support is being sort from RoLAC to host engagement for civil society.
· On that note the meeting came to an end.
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