Report on the Virtual Meeting held with Civil Society Strategic Think Tank 
Date: 8th June, 2026.
1. Opening Remarks
The meeting commenced at 8:30 pm with the Chair of the Meeting, Civil Society Representative on the Board, Dr. Erisa Danladi Sarki welcoming all members. She commended the members for their contribution, commitment and sacrifice towards the implementation of EITI in Nigeria. 
After her Opening Remarks she called on the Director, Communications and Stakeholders Management, Mrs Obiageli Onuorah to brief the meeting on the aftermath of the global EITI refusal to grant Nigeria the requested extension and what NEITI is doing to address the issues and prepare Nigeria for the forthcoming validation. 
2. Briefing by Mrs Obiageli Onuorah, Director Communications and Stakeholders Management 
Mrs. Obiageli Onuorah informed members of the National Coordinator’s meeting  which took place earlier in the day and how Nigeria was celebrated for its milestone in the area of the protection of Civic space.  
 She explained that significant requirements had already been met with the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding with the National Human Rights Commission on the protection of civic space, which had been highlighted by the EITI as an encouraging development. 
She further noted that the Executive Secretary had informed EITI that the NEITI Act was under review, and that provisions for the protection of civic space would be included. In addition, she referenced the corrective actions tied to Requirement 1.3 in the validation template, underscoring Nigeria’s commitment to meeting these standards.
She reassured the Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) present at the meeting, that Nigeria was well positioned to excel in this year’s validation. 
She also highlighted the roles and responsibilities of the various stakeholders dovetailing to the role of Civil Society in the validation process. She explained that the government’s role, is to ensure transparent management of Nigeria’s natural resources, provide legislative backing, and safeguard civic space. Extractive companies, are expected to disclose all revenues due to government, ensure timely and accurate payments, comply with audits, and uphold transparency and accountability in their operations. However, she placed particular emphasis on the role of CSOs, which she described as central to the validation process. According to her, CSOs must serve as watchdogs, set the tone for what Nigeria should achieve in the validation, produce shadow reports, ensure accountability and public debate, and safeguard NEITI’s independence. She concluded by assuring all CSOs that Nigeria would succeed in this year’s validation.
Dr. Erisa commended the Director for the impactful insights she brought to the discussion before opening the floor for questions.
3. Questions and Clarifications
· Dr. Mina Obanga raised concerns about areas not assessed in the previous validation and areas we didn’t do well and wanted clarification on the state of environmental reporting in Nigeria.
· Mrs Onourah clarified that areas tagged “no-assessment” in the Validation document  is optional under EITI guidelines, not compulsory.
· Dr. Mina promised to share her workplan to address gaps and suggested distributing roles to fast-track progress.
· Madam Faith Nwadishi supported task-sharing to deliver on assignments, noting Nigerian’s resilience and ability to deliver under pressure.
The Feedback provided by Mrs. Obiageli from EITI meetings, reassured participants of the level of preparations towards validation.
4. Additional Contributions
· Barr. Chima Williams emphasized the need for the Executive Secretary (ES) to engage more with CSOs, noting that he has stayed 7 months in office without sufficient familiarization.
· Dr. Erisa committed to working closely with NEITI to ensure Nigeria meets validation requirements.
5. Closing
In closing, Dr. Erisa commended the Secretariat for the impactful update and further thanked the members for their active participation, reaffirming the collective commitment of members of the Civil Society to achieving success in the forthcoming validation.
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