TERMS OF REFERENCE 
COMMUNICATIONS/CIVIL SOCIETY STEERING COMMITTEE
 (SUB COMMITTEE ON DISSEMINATION)

 INTRODUCTION
The Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN) signed up to the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) in 2003, began implementation in 2004 and supported same with legislation the (NEITI Act of 2007). The decision to join the EITI was a part of an overall FGN Economic Policy Reform in Nigeria at the time. The focus of this aspect of the Reform already aligned with the Transformation Agenda of the present Administration was to ensure that revenues from the extractive sector support sustainable national development, improve quality of life for the citizens and fast track poverty reduction. More details on the EITI as well as the NEITI can be found at www.eiti.org and www.neiti.org.ng respectively. 
The EITI process which NEITI is implementing in Nigeria is built on Multi-Stakeholders approach driven by partnership between government, companies and the civil society. Part of the role of the civil society is outlined in the NEITI Comprehensive Communication Strategy first developed in 2005, reviewed in 2013 and supported by the NEITI-Civil Society MoU recently approved by the National Stakeholders Working Group.  The NEITI Communications Strategy and the MoU both provided for the setting up of a Civil Society Steering Committee by the NSWG to help facilitate the role of the Civil Society in the performance of its functions in the EITI value chain.
With the successful election and subsequent inauguration of the Communications /Civil Society Steering Committee by the NSWG, the Committee has therefore created special subcommittees to help it perform its functions effectively. One of the subcommittees is on Dissemination.  

OBJECTIVES
The overall objective of the Communications / Civil Society Steering Committee is to support NEITI NSWG and the Secretariat to ensure wide dissemination of NEITI Audit Reports in line with the approved Memorandum of Understanding and the NEITI Comprehensive Communications Strategy.
The specific objectives of the Sub-Committee on Dissemination are:
1. To develop an independent strategy on the dissemination of NEITI Reports through relevant communications platforms.
1. To identify target audience and stakeholders needed for effective use of NEITI Reports.
1. To advise the Communications/Civil Society Steering Committee on independent mode of engagement to deepen citizens understanding and use of NEITI Reports through advocacy and proactive engagements.
1. To support NEITI Audits Simplification and distribution to relevant publics.
1. To advise the Communications/Civil Society Steering Committee on methods of providing independent feedback on NEITI Reports. 
1. And any other assignment that may arise in the discharge of 1-5 or assigned by the National Stakeholders Working Group (NSWG).






2

