
	REPORT  ON THE INAUGURAL REMBINAR DIALOGUE SERIES THEMED TAX BILLS AND IMPLICATIONS FOR NEITI’S AUDITS


	Meeting Date: 
	  March 3, 2025. 

	Platform
	Zoom

	Participants
	Participants: 98 attendees
 
OrderPaper Team: 12 (Male - 6, Female - 6) 

Total: 110

	Objectives 
	
· Discuss the alignment of tax reforms with NEITI’s transparency and accountability mandate.
· Analyze impact of tax policy changes on compliance and revenue tracking in the extractive sector.
· Explore strategies for enhancing tax administration efficiency and enforcement within the extractive industries.


	Reporting Date:
	   March 10, 2025.

	



































































































Link to Meeting Recording 



Link to Media Reportage 
	1. OPENING

The session commenced at 11:07 am with an introduction by the moderator, Madam Obiageli Onuorah. She welcomed participants and introduced the host, Dr. Orji Ogbonnaya Orji, alongside the convener, Mr. Oke Epia, Founder/CEO of OrderPaper. 
She also introduced the panelists: Dr. Mike Uzoigwe, a policy expert on natural resource governance, and Mallam Haruna Yahaya, a member of the Presidential Committee on Tax Reforms and Fiscal Policy.

In her opening address, she emphasized the significance of the dialogue series, particularly its focus on the implications of ongoing fiscal reforms on NEITI’s audits. She highlighted that the tax bills under discussion had been made available in the chat box for review and underscored the importance of stakeholder engagement in shaping the reforms.

Dr. Orji, in his remarks, expressed appreciation for the collaboration between NEITI and OrderPaper, recognizing the presence of key stakeholders. He reiterated the purpose of the dialogue series, which is to foster discussions on resource governance, fiscal transparency, and accountability in the extractive sector and public finance management in Nigeria. He noted that the inaugural edition was particularly timely, considering Nigeria's ongoing comprehensive fiscal review.

Also speaking, the convener, Oke Epia, commended NEITI’s continued support for OrderPaper’s initiatives, citing past collaborations such as the RemTrack Civic Tech platform. He welcomed the subject matter experts and participants, noting the diversity of stakeholders in attendance. He described the Rembinar Dialogue Series as an avenue to expand RemTrack’s scope, incorporating emerging global standards in resource governance. The expanded focus will include public engagement on issues such as energy transition, climate change, beneficial ownership, social dimensions of resource governance (including host communities), and contract transparency. He explained that the series would initially center on tax reforms due to their significant implications for Nigeria’s economy.


2. DISCUSSION SUMMARIES 

Dr. Orji opened the discussion by noting that the Nigerian tax reform bill, currently under legislative review, represents a bold effort to modernize the country’s tax system, aiming to enhance revenue mobilization, management, and transparency. He emphasized the critical role of the extractive sector in Nigeria’s economy but highlighted persistent challenges such as tax evasion, revenue leakages, weak enforcement mechanisms, and lack of transparency. The 2024 tax reform bills, he stated, seek to address these issues by streamlining legal frameworks and improving compliance across key industries, including oil, gas, and mining.

He revealed that NEITI had submitted its position on the bills to the National Assembly and the Presidential Committee on Tax Reforms, expressing overall support while also identifying areas that require further scrutiny. Some of the key provisions in the bill include consolidating existing tax laws into a single framework, clarifying regulations, and strengthening compliance mechanisms. Notably, the bills also introduce taxation on digital assets and non-resident entities, implement stricter anti-tax avoidance measures, and enforce minimum effective tax rates to curb profit shifting. Additionally, improvements in VAT administration, double taxation relief, and tax incentives for private sector initiatives are key highlights.

While acknowledging the progressive nature of the reforms, Dr. Orji stressed the need to assess their impact on revenue transparency and sector-specific compliance challenges. He also raised concerns about how the legislation would affect crude sales revenue remitted to the federal treasury and the broader implications for NEITI’s audits. He pointed out that revenue collection processes must be critically examined to determine who benefits and whether the reforms would enhance or undermine government earnings.

He further disclosed that NEITI had actively engaged with civil society stakeholders on the proposed legislation and would continue to provide technical input. While acknowledging the bills’ potential to strengthen revenue administration, he underscored the need for an investor-friendly tax system. He also linked the discussion to Nigeria’s implementation of the EITI framework, particularly in relation to institutional and governance reforms, as well as public finance management.

As part of NEITI’s long-term strategy to support fiscal reforms, Dr. Orji announced the establishment of a data center aimed at advancing real-time data collection, reconciliation, and visualization. The center, he explained, will provide stakeholders with reliable data for informed decision-making. Infrastructure for the project was completed in August 2024, and budgetary provisions have been made for full-scale implementation in 2025, he added.

Speaking next, Mallam Haruna Yahaya provided an overview of the Nigerian tax reform bills transmitted to the National Assembly on October 3, 2024, by President Bola Ahmed Tinubu. The reforms consist of four bills: the Nigerian Tax Bill, which consolidates all taxes into a single document; the Tax Administration Bill, which focuses on enforcement mechanisms; a bill renaming the Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS); and a bill establishing a Joint Revenue Board to replace the existing Joint Tax Board.

He explained that these reforms have significant implications for the extractive sector, particularly in the oil, gas, and solid minerals industries. Specific provisions address petroleum tax consolidation, the inclusion of deep-sea and inland production-sharing contracts, and the streamlining of revenue collection from mining companies based on production thresholds. Additionally, VAT rates for companies will be determined based on their activity levels, while all tax payments will be centralized under the soon-to-be-renamed National Revenue Service.

Dr. Mike Uzoigwe, drawing from his experience as a former EITI country manager for Anglophone Africa, emphasized the importance of aligning emerging tax reforms with Nigeria’s national priorities, particularly the need for enhanced revenue generation. He stressed the necessity of robust stakeholder engagement to ensure that the reforms are well understood and effectively implemented. He also highlighted NEITI’s pivotal role in ensuring that transparency and accountability remain central to tax administration processes.

The dialogue further explored the potential benefits of consolidating over 50 tax legislations into a single framework, creating a “one-stop shop” for tax administration. This move is expected to enhance efficiency and reduce bureaucratic bottlenecks. However, concerns were also raised about potential challenges, reinforcing the need for inclusive consultations throughout the reform process.

Addressing a question from Dr. Umar regarding how the Presidential Committee on Fiscal Policy and Tax Reforms plans to address challenges arising from the centralization of tax collection, Mallam Haruna assured that advanced technology would be deployed to ensure transparency and accountability. He stated that each taxpayer would be assigned a unique identification number to facilitate tracking and intelligence gathering, ensuring that tax obligations are duly met.

  
3. NEXT STEPS

In his closing remarks, Oke Epia reiterated the importance of tax and fiscal reforms in shaping Nigeria’s economic trajectory. He outlined plans for the 2025 Rembinar Dialogue Series, which will feature five sessions covering various aspects of tax reforms, resource governance, energy transition, climate change, and the implementation of EITI standards. The overarching goal of the series is to enhance public awareness and stakeholder engagement in shaping Nigeria’s fiscal landscape. He stated that the outcomes of the series will be communicated to the legislature and other critical stakeholders in the policy ecosystem of the country. He also reaffirmed OrderPaper’s commitment to leveraging technology and data to bridge the gap between citizens, policymakers, and parliament, with a particular focus on tax and fiscal policies.


4. CLOSING
The dialogue ended at about 12:35 pm

5. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/aRBVHujUlawDb-4aRXkIIEPdXbB3TG-1wTdWq5PFxYG7DUJTqo_k7Ns2l_G8heZW.WENJQTae07r1_5zf?startTime=1740996058000



https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2025/03/04/neiti-orderpaper-experts-brainstorm-on-fgs-new-tax-reform-bills/
 https://www.thecable.ng/neiti-backs-tax-reform-bills-says-theyll-boost-compliance-in-extractive-sector/

https://www.channelstv.com/2025/03/04/neiti-pledges-technical-support-for-tax-reform-bill/

https://insidebusiness.ng/227872/neiti-orderpaper-begin-dialogue-on-tax-reforms-extractive-sector-transparency/

https://nairametrics.com/2025/03/04/neiti-pledges-technical-support-for-2024-tax-reform-bill/
 https://www.vanguardngr.com/2025/03/oil-gas-neiti-stakeholders-back-fgs-tax-reform-bills/
 https://extractive360.com/2025/03/05/neiti-stakeholders-amplify-support-for-tax-reforms-bills/

https://extractive360.com/2025/03/05/neiti-stakeholders-amplify-support-for-tax-reforms-bills/

https://newnationalstar.com/neiti-stakeholders-back-fgs-tax-reforms-bill/

https://newtelegraphng.com/neiti-to-support-tax-reform-bill-with-technical-inputs-data/

https://newtelegraphng.com/tax-reform-bills-why-fg-should-look-at-critical-stakeholders-inputs-epia/

https://guardian.ng/business-services/business/neiti-others-drum-support-for-tax-reform-amidst-leakages-evasion/
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