






Introduction
The NSWG set up a committee for the implementation of contract transparency in the extractive sector in Nigeria, inaugurated in November 2021 with terms of reference below:
· agree on a commitment to include a statement in the Expression of Interest for Bid Rounds, Oil and Gas Term contracts and other trading contracts that agreed terms will be published according to the President’s commitment on transparency and contract disclosure,

· develop an action plan and activities, addressing how contracts are to be published going forward, i.e., what to disclose, how to disclose and when to disclose,

· [bookmark: _Hlk114824455]review of the institutional or legal barriers to confidentiality clauses that may impede such publication and how to overcome these barriers going forward,

· produce a list (titles) of all existing contracts that Nigeria is party to, and

· any other documentation that will ensure Nigeria’s realization of the commitment made by Mr. President, to the international community at the London Anti-corruption summit.

The committee adopted a 10-point Implementation Plan, identifying activities to be implemented by specific MDAs.
Membership of the committee include representatives from:
1. Federal Ministry of Justice
2. Ministry of Mines and Steel Development
3. Mining Cadastral Office
4. Ministry of Petroleum Resources
5. Nigeria Upstream Petroleum Regulatory Commission
6. Nigerian National Petroleum Company Limited
7. Nigeria Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative
 
The work of the Committee led to the disclosure of some contracts and agreements in the extractive sector.


The Practice of Contract Disclosure in Nigeria
The NSWG notes and agrees with the conclusion of the committee on the existence of any institutional or legal barriers that may impede the disclosure of contracts and concludes that there are no legal impediments to disclosure in Nigeria, and where confidentiality clauses exist, they are rendered subject to express provisions of the law. This position is supported by the affirmation vide letter from Federal Ministry of Justice seen here.
Oil and gas
[bookmark: _Hlk114826966][bookmark: _Hlk100326587]Through the work of the committee, the NSWG identified two categories of contracts; those entered or amended between January 1 and November 30, 2021, and those entered post PIA. Those in the first category have been disclosed on the NNPC Limited website here. 
They are:
1. Production Sharing Contract in respect of Oil Mining Lease (OML) 118 executed in May 2021
2. Sale and Purchase Agreement (SPA) on acquisition of Chevron Nigeria Limited (CNL) equity in OMLs 86 and 88
3. Gas Sale & Purchase Agreement in respect of OML 30 PSC
4. Gas Development Agreement in respect of OML 143
5. Annex to OML 118 PSC
 
A list of all active contracts and licenses as of December 2020 has been disclosed through the NEITI 2020 Oil & Gas Industry Report in Appendix 4 DPR License Register 2020.

Solid minerals

In the solid minerals sector, the full texts of CDAs signed between January 2021 and June 2022 can be found here under the Contracts & Agreements tab.  
The NSWG notes further that one Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been signed since January 1, 2021. This was an MOU between the Nigerian and Turkish Governments for cooperation in the fields of mining and mineral resources (including joint mining activities on gold and other minerals) and is currently in the implementation stage. The NSWG also confirmed that any terms and conditions for any program or projects undertaken under this MOU will be signed in a separate agreement. As of 13th September 2022, no such agreements have been signed on specific programs arising from this MOU. A list of MOUs signed as of January 2021 are found here. A list of CDAs as at January 2021 can be found here.
Comprehensiveness of disclosures
The NSWG notes that the Contract Transparency Implementation Committee included representatives from all the relevant ministries, departments and agencies of government that are responsible for the negotiation and execution of contracts in the extractive sector, on behalf of the Government. This includes the Ministries of Petroleum Resources, Mines and Steel Development and Justice. It also includes the regulators in the extractive sector; the Nigeria Upstream Petroleum Regulatory Commission and the Mining Cadastral Office and the State-Owned Enterprise, NNPC Limited. 
The NSWG assessment is that not all contracts entered into or amended in the oil and gas sector from January 1, 2021, to date have been publicly disclosed. 
It makes this assessment knowing that one of the contracts identified by the Committee, i.e., the Deed of Assignment between CNL and NNPC in respect of OMLs 86 and 88 has not yet been disclosed. 
In addition, it notes that in 2022, 161 Petroleum Prospecting Licenses (PPLs) were awarded by the Commission on conclusion of the 2020 Marginal Field Bid Round process and 5 Petroleum Sharing Contracts (PSCs) were re-negotiated and renewed. They are:
1. 161 Petroleum Prospecting Licenses awarded in June 2022
2. Production Sharing Contract in respect of Oil Mining Lease (OML) 128 executed in August 2022
3. Production Sharing Contract in respect of Oil Mining Lease (OML) 130 executed in August 2022
4. Production Sharing Contract in respect of Oil Mining Lease (OML) 132 executed in August 2022
5. Production Sharing Contract in respect of Oil Mining Lease (OML) 133 executed in August 2022
6. Production Sharing Contract in respect of Oil Mining Lease (OML) 138 executed in August 2022
In the solid minerals sector, the NSWG assesses that the contracts disclosed are comprehensive. It notes that the Ministry of Mines and Steel Development, which is the institution solely responsible for supervising the negotiation and approval of CDAs in the sector provided the 30 CDAs signed in the period. It also provided the only MOU singed in the same period noting that no further agreements have been signed toward the implementation of the MOU as of July 2022. Letters conveying the same information can be found here and here.
The NSWG resolves that in the oil and gas sector, it will follow up on the disclosure of contracts that have been signed post PIA noting that the regulations governing those disclosures are yet to be finalized. It will also ensure that CDAs MOUs are published subsequently through the NEITI Solid Minerals Report.
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